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Trial Description 

This project was seeking to solve three issues/opportunities:  
- An ongoing maintenance issue due to tagging, graffiti and 

stickering of walls around the city, and the ongoing need to 
repaint with associated costs for the City Council and also 
businesses and residents throughout the city. 

- The improved visual amenity and creation of locally referenced 
talking points on our city’s streets. 

- Seeking solutions to the shortage of available onstreet painting 
space for street artists in the city.  

 
The solution proposed was that by enabling street artists to paint 
walls would remove or alleviate the need for maintenance, whilst 
improving the public realm experience, and whilst solving a very 
large pent-up demand for spaces in the city for individuals to 
legitimately paint and develop their creative skills. 
 
The trial took place in the Markets Area of Dublin on Ormond 
Place, over two iterations. In the first iteration, a curator was 
selected and there was a closed call for expressions of interest in 
painting the wall by that curator. This resulted in highly-respected 
street artists painting the wall. In the second iteration, there was 
an open call for expressions of interest. This resulted in a mix of 
participants, ranging from well-known to little-known.  
 
This Beta Project only looked at artworks on the walls, and any 
forms of commercial work or advertising were not eligible. 
 
This Beta Project only looked at ‘curated walls’, and did not look at 
‘legal walls’ (walls which any street artist can paint at any time).  
  
The wall was twice painted over an agreed period of time to 
maximise affect and the trial ran for 10 months from October 2012 
to July 2013.  
 
The trial was at zero cost to the Council. 
 
Commentary on social media and from local business and residents 
was very positive.  For example, over 6 visits, we met tourists on 4 
occasions taking photos of the pieces on the wall who all noted 
that they “had seen the colour” from the quays and walked down 
the nearby lane to see more. Every single one of them approved of 
the wall, noting that they were looking “for something different” in 
Dublin. This allies with recent findings of Dublin Tourism that 
contemporary tourism is increasingly looking for the unusual story 
or photo to later exchange back home.  
(The bottom right photo shows Maria and Juan, tourists from 
northern Spain.) 
 

See Appendix 1 for the results of the metrics measured.  

See Appendix 2 for examples of the artworks. 

After the end of the trial, the wall was left in place and uncurated 

for a period of a few months. It began to be overpainted and 

tagged, and developed an unkempt feel. 

It was then repainted grey to close off the Beta Project and Dublin 

City Council regular maintenance resumed (bottom two photos). 

 
 

 
 

   

 
 

 
 

 



Summary 

 The solution wouldn't appear to cost Dublin City Council any more than the current solution (very regular 

maintenance), and likely would save a small amount per wall per annum. This approach would appear to 

achieve the objective of reducing the amount of graffiti/tagging and the associated costs of removal which is 

a significant direct cost saving to Dublin City Council.  

 It would appear to add to the visual amenity of streets and talking points in an area and is popular with 

tourists. 

 It would not appear to cause adverse affects to the local neighbourhood in terms of nuisance or antisocial 

behaviour. 

 

Recommendations 

 Policy  

 Persevere 

 Pivot  

 Pull  

Solution would appear to work. Begin to develop the necessary corporate policy. 
Need for further learning. Persevere, and develop another iteration of the trial. 
Need to reconsider the initial aim and direction. Pivot, using learnings gained to date. 
Solution does not appear to work. Pull it, and look for other solutions. 

 
 
Walls:  

 Suitable walls in Dublin City will likely be of both private and public ownership (majority on private walls), 
which the method developed to permit these types of walls would need to reflect. 

 The concept of ‘legal walls’ could be explored via future Beta Projects if required. 

 It could be useful to physically demark the extent of the ‘curated wall’ to avoid any grey areas and 
misunderstanding. 

 
Administration:  

 An online identification of (and application to curate and paint) walls could be useful. 
 

Income generation:  

 A suggestion has been raised that there may be financial opportunities for Dublin City Council connected to 
filming at/of street art, and this aspect should be further explored. 
 

Participants:  

 Non-professional and professional artists should have equal access to the opportunity. 

 On multiple occasions, there has been interest in using some walls in the city to educate younger members 
of society. For example… 

"I am an art teacher at [school] and would like to enquire if you will be launching phase 3 of your 'Walls' 
initiative as part of the Dublin Beta Project? In addition what would the possibility of a school group of 15 
students aged 16 yrs. taking on a wall drawing as part of their schoolwork? Perhaps we could discuss this 
further and maybe explore involvement of artists in the community to help progress this?" 

This aspect should be further explored. 

 Explore ways to provide greater links to the participant and their other works. 

 Explore ways to provide greater links to the local community. 

“Dublin needs more of this kind of thing, especially if it evolves [sic] local community groups.” 
 
Tourism:  

 Based on our own experiences of encountering tourists at the wall, the below comments, there is a likely 
link for an ‘authentic’ or ‘different’ Dublin tourism experience. There may be a way to link with the traffic 
light box artworks. 

“I lived in Brussels for a while, it's a great city for graffiti (Bonom, Muga, Obes, Na, Defo) and the 
city council also  have a proper "graffiti walk" in the city that is one of the main tourist attractions. Dublin 
has talented graffiti artists too, abandoned buildings, empty walls....we shouldn't miss this opportunity! I 
really hope this project will go on.” 

  



Appendix  1  -  Metrics taken during across both trial iterations. 

 

Dublin City Council costs 

Based on reports from the area office staff, practically zero maintenance was required.  

 “Overpainting tagging on an ongoing basis has a worse appearance and is not sustainable with the 
limited budget that we have. While the art was on the wall there was no tagging on the wall and very 

little in the area around it.” John McPartlan, Central Area Public Domain Officer 

 

Public Perception of Immediate Area  

The majority of messages received via email, social media, and in person were of a positive nature. 
 “I pass this wall everyday on the way to the post office from my work. I love it. It makes rainy days 
brighter.”  

“As a local resident I’m glad its gone. it just attracted more grafitti and was defaced.“ 

 “I would love to see more colour about the city for sure! It’s what we need in Dublin, less advertising and 
more REAL creativity whose purpose is to open our minds, not our wallets! THANKS guys! P.S. that wall is 
right beside where I live. Can’t wait to see how it looks, good luck” 

 

Negative Interactions 

Based on weekly reports from Dublin City Council local area staff, end-of-trial reports from Dublin City 
Council’s housing department, and end-of-trial reports from the Community Guard, there did not appear 
to be any noticeable increase in anti-social behaviour as a result of the trial.  

John McPartlan, Central Area Public Domain Officer carried out a survey of the existing graffiti in the 
block bordered by Chancery street, Arran street East, Ormond Quay Upper and Charles street west. 
There were 54 pieces of graffiti “not including the rear wall of Ormond house, which is covered with 
graffiti”. Following the trial there was a total of 66 pieces of graffiti. (It is worth noting that during the 
trial period the Area Office staff discontinued all usual regular removal of graffiti from that trial area.) 

“My staff have not received any complaints about the Ormonde wall. The area, with parked cars and no 
clear lines of sight has in the past and continues to attract antisocial behaviour. There was no increase in 
graffiti visible, and there have been no reports or increase in dumping that we are aware of.”  John 
McPartlan, Central Area Public Domain Officer 

 

Requests For More 

Based on communications to Dublin City Council Arts Office and Beta Projects, there would appear to be 
a demand for more of these from a variety of sources including Dublin City Council’s 5 Area Offices and 
from multiple areas of Dublin City. A wide array of street artists have requested this solution. Other local 
authorities have also expressed interest in the idea. 

“Yes, the more art the better. Bring in some colour and a sense of ownership to the area.” 

“It would be amazing to see more street art in Dublin – it would give the city loads of character and make 
everything just a bit more interesting for those of us who live here, not to mention foreign visitors. 
Definitely a great idea.” 

“This initiative should be fully encouraged. Providing legal outlets for graffiti artists CAN engage people in 
their communities, make shabby areas look better and encourage investment in all forms to an area.” 

“Any legal space for artists to paint is important for a city like Dublin as its Graf culture is established. 
There are so many benefits to running a program like this educational and involving the people to partake 
in mural activities. Let the people speak through their art on the walls and create an interesting narrative 
for people to see.” 

 “More Street Art Please!! Legal Walls and commissioned walls, link ups with locals groups as well as with 
artists.” 

“I saw the graffiti walls in Ormond place few days ago and found out about the beta Project. I've always 
thought this city needs more colors (because of the grey weather of course) and I think it would be a great 
idea to have more graffiti on the walls. Actually, since I arrived in Dublin, I've always hoped something 
would be done for more graffiti in this city.” 

 

Transferability 

Solution could apply to numerous locations in Dublin, Ireland and abroad. 



Appendix 2  -  Examples of all artworks from both trial iterations.

 


