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Trial Description 

Proposition:  

In a similar way that businesses can apply to put tables and chairs on the 
pavement, might we also enable them to apply to use car parking spaces 
in a similar way? This idea is called a “parklet” and this Beta Project is 
exploring whether Dublin City should develop a “parklets” policy. 

Beta Project Stage 

This Beta Project is at the policy trial stage, and so was focussed on 
whether we should have a citywide policy, rather than how we might 
deliver such a policy. 

 

 
Trial Size/Extent: 1 parklet, in 1 parking bay.  

Trial Period & Duration: End May 2015 – Start Sept 2015, 3 months. 

Cost: This trial cost €4700 including full design, fabrication, installation and 
removal by Dublin City Council’s Joinery Workshop. The parklet element 
itself was designed for reuse if further trials are required. 

Social media results: Search #StreetParkletBeta  

Trial Description:  

A first iteration of this concept was originally trialled on Capel Street 
outside the Black Sheep pub for a period of 2 weeks.  

Following up on the outcomes from that first trial, this second iteration 
was temporarily installed on South William Street in one of the parking 
bays next to Clement & Pekoe café.  It helped people visualise the idea, 
and sit, chat and enjoy the street. Importantly it also helps us to better see 
what practical issues or opportunities might arise and inform any possible 
parklet policy. 

Largely fabricated offsite, it took approximately 2 hours to erect and 1 
hour to dismantle, and was both installed and removed early on Sunday 
mornings in order to minimise impact on passersby or businesses. 

We teamed up with DublinTown in relation to liaising with the various 
neighbouring businesses.  

The nearby Clement & Pekoe café were linked with the parklet and swept 
it in the mornings and watered the plants as necessary.  

Location: Here on South William Street, Dublin 2.  

This location was chosen partly as the first iteration of this trial required a 
larger volume of feedback from a busier location. 

The nearest parking space to the Clement & Pekoe café was still about 10m 
away from their business, and was outside another business called the 
Hideout – a BYOB pool and snooker hall. 

Appendix 1: The metrics measured, and results.  

Appendix 2: Photos and video of the trial during the period. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://dubcitybeta.wordpress.com/2014/10/16/report-card-street-parklet/
https://www.google.ie/maps/place/50+William+St+S,+Dublin+2/@53.3415338,-6.2627596,19z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x48670e9c46f50cc1:0xb05fe74ba6fa7166
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Key Assumptions & Outcomes 

This Beta Project was testing these assumptions, with assumption 1a felt to be the most uncertain assumption. 

Key Assumption Outcome 

1. Impact on Local Business Sustainability It would appear that the parklet did not financially 
benefit or adversely affect neighbouring businesses 
over the course of this trial. 

a. That the parklet would have a positive 
benefit for the connected business (café). 

 This assumption does not appear to have been 
correct. 

b. That the parklet would not adversely 
affect the immediately-neighbouring 
businesses. 

 This assumption appears to have been correct. 

c. That the parklet would not directly 
increase anti-social behaviour in the 
immediate vicinity. 

 This assumption appears to have been correct. 

2. Impact on Local Residents On balance, it would appear that the parklet did 
neither positively or adversely affect neighbouring 
residents over the course of this trial. 

a. That the parklet would not create 
problematic levels of noise related to 
usage – particularly at night. 

 This assumption does not appear to have been 
correct. 

b. That the parklet would not directly 
increase anti-social behaviour in the 
immediate vicinity. 

 This assumption appears to have been correct. 

3. Impact on City It would appear that the parklet benefited the general 
neighbourhood, and that there is a certain level of 
demand from other businesses. 

a. From the point of view of citizens – that 
the parklet would have a positive benefit 
for that general area of the city. 

 This assumption appears to have been correct. 

b. That there would be a wider citywide 
demand for a solution of this nature from 
general businesses. 

 This assumption appears to have been correct. 

c. That it was fair to view these areas of 
street space as public space that could 
potentially be used for other functions 
rather than solely car parking.  

 This assumption would benefit from a greater 
level of debate. 

d. That the parklet would not negatively 
affect drainage or other city 
infrastructure. 

 This assumption appears to have been correct. 
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Recommendations 

Iteration 1 Report Card 

Note: The various recommendations from the 1st Iteration Report Card have not been repeated here.  

Parklet Locations 

There was a degree of tension in terms of siting the parklet. Many people liked that it didn’t seem to be 
connected to any particular commercial organisation – it was simply city seating. Others would have preferred it 
to have felt ‘connected’ to somewhere. 

“How come it isn't in front of Clement & Pekoe though?” 

“This is a fabulous idea. We definitely need more seating to allow people to relax and just enjoy the City. 
Well done!” 

It would probably be fair to say that the linked business – Clement & Pekoe café – didn’t feel as much of a 
connection to ‘their’ parklet as the Black Sheep had in the 1st iteration of this trial on Capel Street. There’s a high 
chance that this was due to the parklet’s slight remove from the business in this case. This was due to their not 
being any parking space directly in front of the business.  

The below photos are taken from the external seating area of Clement & Pekoe, with the parklet to the left hand 
side – which is the nearest parking space (notwithstanding the cars/vans parked on the nearside of the below 
photos). 

 

 

This could suggest three items: 

1. The number of ‘suitable’ businesses and who also have a parking space more-or-less directly outside their 
property will likely reduce the scalability of this concept.  

2. Perhaps a parklets policy could find a way to consider spaces which are not pre-established parking spaces. 
3. There is a likely a play-off between creating a space that feels highly active and animated, and a space that 

feels entirely non-commercial. (San Francisco’s parklet policy is such that there is a commercial sponsor, but 
that it is technically public space and is to feel as such – for example any parklet furniture cannot match that 
used by the business.) 

Car Parking 

“Whilst I agree they would be beneficial with allowing the interaction of individuals with the City – you 
are further reducing the already restricted availability of parking spaces in the city centre. And while one 
business might be happy to pay costs, it would be at the expense of other businesses in the area?”  

“Cos parking spaces aren't already in short supply around that area” 

“So many spaces, but still not enough for the number of cars.”  

https://dubcitybeta.wordpress.com/2014/10/16/report-card-street-parklet/
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“The parking situation is also a problem as our staff work split shifts and are often in and out of town 2 - 
3 times a day. Road space is really important as the car parks can be prohibitively expensive and they 
can be closed during the holidays and at night. Town as a business and social amenity is really important 
to us. We have friends who come from the outskirts of the city, as far as Wicklow and Kildare and have 
had to leave restaurants to get cars out of the car parks. Taxis to these places are extremely expensive 
from the city center and can be difficult to get when you really need them. Shopping and carrying any 
purchases can be very heavy so street parking is invaluable. Every car space in town gives people more 
options of transport any time day or night to choose from and encourages the public into town.” 
[Excerpt of email received from a nearby pub.]  

It may be useful to frame future discussion of any reduction in the number of parking spaces within the context 
of looking at the amount of car parking within a close walking radius, rather than solely considering a single 
street. Montreál have used this method since 2005 and find it to be a better, more transparent, method. 

For example, there are 9 onstreet car parking spaces on South William Street 07.00-19.00, and 18 onstreet car 
parking spaces 19.00-07.00 (when the loading bays are available to private vehicles), whereas there are 2,500 or 
so car parking spaces available within a 200m radius of the trial location.  

It may also be useful to frame future discussion within the context that the level of car usage is as a result of the 
amount of parking provided within a general area, rather than the other way around – part of the traffic 
phenomenon known as ‘induced demand’.  

Any reduction on onstreet parking provision in a particular area, should look at the local parking provision for 
drivers with disabilities. 

“I am a disabled driver and always have difficulty in finding a parking space in Dublin city. I am dismayed 
by your new seating area in Sth William St, taking up yet another space that I might have parked in.” 

Design 

The parklet was designed to have a basic, generic, design so that; the debate would be primarily about the 
concept rather than being overly focussed on specifics of appearance, it would be easily 
erectable/dismountable, it could be used in different ways (for example the current design can either simply be 
a big bench or could also accommodate two round tables and 4 chairs in addition. 

As such, the amount of planting was kept purposefully small. However based on this iteration, and the first trial 
iteration, it would appear that greenery is high on people’s priority list for what they would like from parklets.  

 

Example of feedback received… 

“Significant planting should be incorporated and a commitment from the business to water/ maintain, 
not sufficient in current structure” Siobhan Maher, Dublin City Council, Public Realm 

“More function such as bike parking along with more greenery and it would be perfect.” 

“It served as a landmark for 2 passing Americans.  "Oh remember these benches the hotel is just up 
around this corner"” 

If a parklets policy was created, the expectation is that each parklet would be designed individually by the local 
sponsor, rather than by Dublin City Council – and so there would be diversity of designs to fit individual 
locations. 

“Sitting there the other morning. Jeep backed in to it. Spilled me coffee.” 

[The above was spotted on Twitter. The damage was minor – dislodged one reflective strip, no paint damage to 
the parklet. No reports from any citizens.]  

Whilst the risk of sitting in a parklet is perhaps no different than someone sitting in a parked car, their design 
should ensure good visibility and allow some tolerance for driver error.     

http://www.streetsblog.org/2007/03/12/parking-if-you-build-it-they-will-come-in-their-cars/
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Litter 

It would be useful to locate a bin next to, or within, a parklet. 

Example of feedback received… 

 “Incorporate a bin or some such into the structure as people general were well behaved but seating for 
lunch etc without mechanism for disposing of wrappers/debris is not comfortable, leads to litter and 
inhibits future users.” Siobhan Maher, Dublin City Council, Public Realm 

“Great idea for the street seating on South william street. It's a keeper alright. Maybe install a bin with 
an ashtray.” 

Weather 

Any parklet policy should consider the weather, and ways to maximise the use of any parklet.  

Example of feedback received… 

 “I don’t believe we have the climate to have an open parklet and see it as a good investment.”  

“A really cool space but the finish on the wood is too waterproof if that's the right description and can’t 
sit on it.” 

 

 

Decision / Next Steps 

A parklet policy would be in line with Dublin City Council’s 2012 Public Realm Strategy in terms of greening and 

seating.  

The solution appears to have been popular with the business management and also their customers. Non-
customers appear to have felt welcome to sit at it also. It doesn’t appear to have caused any anti-social 
behaviours, and many of the feedback received would seem to indicate that it had a positive effect on the 
immediate area.  

This Report Card is being made available under the Beta Projects Report Cards ‘get it out as early as possible’ 
approach. (Note the version number on the bottom of the Report Card.) 

It will now be circulated and discussed internally amongst the various City Council departments (and anyone else 
that we may need to discuss it with) and we’ll update this section and reissue with the proposed ‘next steps’ as 
soon as we can.  

 Policy  

 Persevere 

 Pivot  

 Pull  

Solution would appear to work. Begin to develop the necessary corporate policy. 
Need for further learning. Persevere, and develop another iteration of the trial. 
Need to reconsider the initial aim and direction. Pivot, using learnings gained to date. 
Solution does not appear to work. Pull it, and look for other solutions. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.dublincity.ie/main-menu-services-planning/public-realm
https://dubcitybeta.wordpress.com/2014/09/24/beta-project-report-cards/
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Some Business Model information that arose during this trial 

Parklet Policy 

Should a parklet policy be adopted by Dublin City Council, there are multiple parklet policies which we could 
study or emulate. San Francisco’s Parklet Manual is a particularly good example, as is Adelaide City Council’s 
review.  

 

Pricing 

This Dublin Inquirer piece is a particularly good discussion of rates for on-pavement table and chairs licences, 
and the “sunshine tax” debate.  

A very limited review did not find any increase in till receipts for neighbouring businesses, although most were 
happy to have one nearby.  

Only certain business types are likely to feel that a parklet would be of direct benefit to their business, but in this 
case, most would appear to feel that they have an indirect benefit for their business. 

None of the businesses indicated that they would be interested if a parklet would cost their business the 
following estimates… 

 

However some also noted that they would be interested in finding an easy way to share costs towards a shared 
parklet nearby.  

 

 

  

http://t.co/8rbnGmcgic
http://www.adelaidecitycouncil.com/assets/FINAL_Parklet_Program_Review_(compressed)_-_April_2015.PDF
http://www.adelaidecitycouncil.com/assets/FINAL_Parklet_Program_Review_(compressed)_-_April_2015.PDF
http://dublininquirer.com/2015/07/07/these-streets-are-made-for-eating-the-battle-over-outdoor-tables/
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Possible Spinoff Beta Projects  

A Temporal Parklet Policy 

We received the following email… 

“We have had an idea to turn the loading bay into a seating area for the street from a certain point of 
the day onwards, say 12/12:30pm. 

The majority of deliveries for the street arrive before this time and the loading bay is then predominantly 
taken up with vans and cars essentially parking for the afternoon. We have noticed a lot of food reps and 
delivery drivers parking in the bay for 2-3 hours at a time sitting in their vans making calls, taking lunch 
etc... which blocks the shop front and has a big impact on our footfall in to the store, especially into our 
new deli (out of sight, out of mind etc...) 

We feel having a communal seating area in this loading bay would vastly improve the look of the street 
and I am sure would help the sales of ALL food and coffee businesses in the area. We are thinking of 
possibly using roll out grass with fold up tables and benches that could be stored away easily.” 

[From a business within the same neighbourhood]  

The concept overlaps with the above parklet trial, but would require a fully separate trial in order to properly 
discuss and assess the concept and possible implications as a city. 

 

South William Street itself 

There were several comments regarding the pedestrianiation of / widening pavements on South William Street. 

“They really should just pedestrianise that road.” 

“How come it isn't in front of Clement & Pekoe though? I'd love to see the whole of South William Street 
pedestrianised, what a great terrace restaurant area it could be!” 

“This is amazing!! South William street needs to be pedestrianised” 

“Yay south William st should be pedestrianized anyway” 

“Getting rid of all the parking spaces (not including loading bay) with plants & seats. Look at the price of 
the spaces & look to divide it among retailers it would affect and maybe as a collective we would pay for 
that more affordable cost.”  

“I would prefer the money used in improving the streets/widening pavements which would improve 
customers experience of our shop and the street in general.”  
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Metrics – Appendix 1  

 

Dublin City Council costs 

This trial cost Dublin City Council €4,700 with design, fabrication (inhouse in our joinery workshop), 
installation and removal being carried out by Dublin City Council’s Civic Maintenance section.  
 

 

Demand For 

An automated counter was mounted on the pole next to the parklet, and counted visitors to the parklet.  

The parklet was visited an average of 3,650 per month, or approximately 12,500 times over the entire 15 
week trial duration. 

 

Daily usage averaged at 120 visits per day over the entire trial period. It ranged from 90-180 visits per 
day, with the highest usage on Saturdays. 

 

https://twitter.com/DCCbeta/status/488642242991915008
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The average hourly rate over the entire trial period was 5 visits per hour, with usage tending to peak 
from 13.00 to 20.00 when it averaged 8 to 10 visits per hour.  

Presumably reflecting the late-licence bars in the South William Street area at closing time, there tended 
to be a mini-peak over 2 hours from 03.00 to 05.00 with an average of 4 visits per hour. This night usage 
primarily occurred Thursday to Sundays. 

(Note: We found that the counter was also counting some passersby who were simply stepping in/out of 
the parklet due to the very narrow width of pavement at that point, and so we also carried out several 
onsite visual counts. Comparing the visual count against the automated count enabled us to infer more 
accurate usage numbers by reducing the automated count number by a standard multipler. We are 
reasonably confident that the numbers are reflective of the levels of usage, however the above should be 
considered if relying on, or quoting, any of these figures. Also for that reason, the above graphs use a 
percentage x-axis format rather than absolute numbers.) 

From our observations, there tended to be quite a mixed usage. For example, over one period of 30 
minutes this was the following usage:  

 1 person had lunch 

 1 person had lunch 

 1 person checked their mobile phone / sat-relaxed  

 1 person sat to smoke a cigarette (which they dropped onto the parklet floor) / sat-relaxed  

 A group of 3 sat to chat and drink iced coffees from C&P  

 1 person checked their mobile phone / sat-relaxed  

We received 7 expressions of interest from businesses in locating a parklet next to their business, 
primarily from cafés and restaurants near the city centre. 

“I was wondering if it was possible to get more information on this? I have seen the one outside 
Clement & Pekoe on South William Street and would love to look into trialling something outside 
of our shop on Exchequer Street.” 

“My name is [XXX] and I am from [YYY] opening on upper baggot street  […] and I love your idea 
that you guys have done on South William Street with regards to the outdoor seating idea! I was 
hoping that I could talk with someone about doing something similar outside our unit.” 

“That's a great idea! There's a real shortage of places to sit down in the city centre!” 

“Such a cool idea - could we get some of these for Cobh!” 

“One of these for Main St , Arklow 

“Significant interest from other businesses for such an installation (not willing to wait for trial 
piece)” Siobhan Maher, Dublin City Council, Public Realm 
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Business Perception  

14 questionnaires were handed into neighbouring businesses. 
6 responses were received from 1 coffee shop, 2 clothing stores and 3 beauty/grooming businesses. 

 

Here are their responses (with the relevant business type): 
 

1. Café 
2. Clothing  
3. Clothing  
4. Beauty/Grooming 
5. Beauty/Grooming 
6. Beauty/Grooming 

 

 

1. September fortnight higher.  
“5% higher” 

2. No change.) 
“N/A” 

3. August fortnight higher.  
“It’s been very quiet lately – itwas good for a while. The seat didn’t let cars to park there so that 
was good for people to see the shop.” 

4. ---   
“We didn’t really notice as our till receipts depends on our staff numbers.” 

5. No change.  
“New business”  

6. No change.  
 

 

1. No.  
“Business has always increased from August to September due to end of summer scenarios – kids 
back in school, students back in college.” 

2. No.  
“N/A” 

3. Yes  
“There was people around and it always looked busy.” 

4. ---   
5. Not sure.  
6. No.  

 

 

1.  “It was hard for us to monitor the success/failure of the project as it was out of sight from inside 
the shop. There were plenty of good days when we were packed outside but the parklet remained 
empty. Obviously once it rained, anyone there would move.” 

2.  “I like the parklet a few doors down the street. It created a nice atmosphere which benefits the 
street and city generally.”  
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3. “Bigger will be great. But it’ll be great if the back seat is lower so the basement shops would have 
more visibility.” 

4. “It was fab – we loved having it. We used it for lunches, meetings, interviews and even 
photoshoots. It would be great if it had some trees etc to make it much more joyous. It could be 
more aesthically integrated with the location.” 

5. “It brought a lot more activity to the place. Good foot fall.”  
6. “Great idea. Nice additional space to sit on street. Always busy. Something that should be 

implemented throughout Dublin City.”  
 

 

1. Not sure  
“As the parklet wasn’t directly outside our shop, it was hard to ascertain the level of customers 
who decided to get a drink from us with the purpose of sitting in the parklet. I don’t believe we 
have the climate to have an open parklet and see it as a good investment.”  

2. Yes [and added this note beside the tickbox] “but not beside”  
“I don’t think people relaxing at my front door would benefit my type of business. (Like it up the 
street a little closer to cafes.)”  

3. Yes  
“I liked it.” 

4. Yes  
5. Yes  

“yes as it would help our business.” 
6. No  

 

 

1. No. 
“Realistically, we would need 2-3 carspaces and it to be covered for it to work. This would lead to 
an unwelcome element using it at night. I would prefer the money used in improving the 
streets/widening pavements which would improve customers experience of our shop and the 
street in general.”  

2. No.  
“Not applicable to my business but definitely too expensive for those who would benefit from it 
financially.”  

3. No  
“As a clothing store located in a basement we won’t be able to pay for it.” 

4. No.  
5. Yes.  

“If other business were to agree to split this cost!” 
6. No.  
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1.  “Getting rid of all the parking spaces (not including loading bay) with plants & seats. Look at the 
price of the spaces & look to divide it among retailers it would affect and maybe as a collective 
we would pay for that more affordable cost.”  

2. --- 
3. --- 
4. ---  
5. --- 
6. --- 

 
Other Business-related Feedback 
 

“Feedback so far has been really positive and people from other areas have seen it and 
commented on the parklet already.” [Dublin BID] 

“I am writing to you on in relation to the new Parklet which was put in place on South William 
Street recently. I felt I had to make some observations on the new seating area. Having a 
business, Peter's Pub, in the area and having welcomed the public seating area on the island 
outside our pub initially, I have to tell you want an eyesore it has turned out to be! Unfortunately 
areas like this encourage a lot of anti-social behavior, loitering and litter problems which can be 
seen in the image attached in relation to the new area. All the traders pay a lot of money for our 
seating outside and keep our areas very clean and organised. Also, we have to try and do 
business. When the public are able to go into local shops and buy food and have free seating, 
 they then come to use our toilet facilities. The space in the photo will encourage antisocial 
behavior that will be very difficult to police. If a pedestrian walks out from behind the area into 
the street there is a danger there could be an accident.”  

   [Excerpt of email received from a nearby pub.] 

“This is very, very slick. From Dublin City Council Beta Projects – the people who brought 
us painted traffic light boxes and much-feted bike hangars – comes another really excellent idea 
that we're really hoping to see make it beyond the experimental stage.” 

“Fantastic news!... this pleases us to no end!!! We'll register right away. Keep up the good work.” 

“YES to this concept in Dublin. Outdoor seating area in a parking space on a street in the city” 

“A New Dublin City Council way for coffee & chat. Let's hope they’re used & respected” 

 “Lovely stuff guys!!! We'd be delighted 2 c more of ur handiwork around town.” 

“We're loving all the projects out of DCCbeta, especially the StreetParkletBeta seating area right 
on our doorstep” 

“Would love one in The Liberties.” 

 

Negative Interactions 

“The parklet on South William Street appeared to have been accepted very well and there were 
no complaints whatsoever lodged here in the SEA as regards litter, taking up a parking space, 
anti-social behaviour etc.” Kevin O’Sullivan, Dublin City Council, South East Area Office. 

“No antisocial treatment of the installation in a high trafficked night time social area, no tagging, 
vandalism etc” Siobhan Maher, Dublin City Council, Public Realm 
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Residents Perception of Area 

3 occasions of feedback from 1 resident who lived directly over the parklet. 

1. “I really like it, it's a great spot for having a coffee and hanging out outside our apartment! I am 
just a bit apprehensive because at the weekends there are a lot of people drinking in it at night 
time and after the club close and leaving a bit of a mess behind! But then again last night was 
probably one of the busiest nights of the entire summer so I'm sure the pro's of it out weigh the 
cons! I'd love to keep it on south william street but maybe not directly in front of our door!!! There 
aren't many residents on south william street actually so I don't want to be cranky and ruin it for 
everyone else! The mess I can totally handle, it's just a few bottles/glasses!! It can be quiet noisy 
cause our bedrooms are at the front of the building! We are pretty used to noise too from living on 
south william st too but people normally don't stay too long outside our building! I'm sure last 
night was just a once off with people around town after forbidden fruit and it was probably extra 
busy in the south William bar so it spilled out into the street! I will definitely keep in touch, and 
thank you so much for getting back to me!” 
 
 

2. “Just said I'd give you a quick update! The parklet has been going great 
but the good weather means people have been drinking on it quite a 
bit! This group in the photo have been here since about four am, 
singing! The South William bar serves pretty late/has lock ins so there is 
a usually a constant stream of people coming out of there till all hours 
and I think with the good weather its a nicer spot for drinking! Again I 
really like it but I'm getting up for work now shortly! It was just 
happening a weekend's which was manageable but it's been a bit more 
regular during the week since the weather has been nice! I love the idea 
of it and I would love to keep it on south william street but maybe just a 
few spaces down from my bedroom window!” 
[…then later that day…] 
“I'm sorry about my rant this morning! I know its only there for the 
summer and I chose to live in city centre so I dont think south william 
street should miss out on its parklet because of us!!” 

 

3. “I had messaged you guys before about the parklet and you had asked me to keep in touch! I live 
just above 49 South William street where the parklet is!!! Overall it has been absolutely brilliant 
and we really love having it there! It's been so nice chilling out there all summer and a great place 
to arrange to meet friends! It's been like a waiting/meeting area for our apartment! We had one 
or two nights of loud people drinking on it, but in General not that much! Not as much as I 
thought! and the only times it was ever an issue was around 5/6/7 am and that was more so 
because the street was so quiet, the noise of them singing really carried! I was expecting there to 
be alot more boozing and tom foolery happening on it but there really hasn't been!!” 
 

 

Public Perception of Immediate Area  

This trial appears to have improved visual amenity and created a local reference talking point, whilst 
improving the city centre offering.  

“love this!! Great idea!” 

 “They really should just pedestrianise that road.” 

“Loving the street parklet on @southwilliamstreet” 

“A lot more useful than one car sitting there, most likely to transport just one person.” 

“Brilliant idea, would be great to see more built around the city” 

“Love the Street Parklets. More please!” 

 “It's super, a cool place to sit and chat, eat your sandwich (albeit on a sunny day!). Are more 
planned?” 

“I found #SouthWilliamStreet's #parklet earlier; #Dublin needs creative ideas like this.” 

“Fantastic idea!!!! Love it!!! Super work from DCC Beta... Great to see new ideas been tested in 
city! Really shows how much the city has moved on!!!” 

“Brilliant idea” 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/SouthWilliamStreet?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/parklet?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Dublin?src=hash
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“great idea with the seats on the street!” 

“love the park let!” 

“This is a great idea! I really hope that we'll see more of them in and around South William after 
the trial ends! You definitely have my support” 

“Dublin has improved since I lived there 43 years ago. This sitting area looks great. Keep up the 
good work.” 

“How come it isn't in front of Clement & Pekoe though? I'd love to see the whole of South William 
Street pedestrianised, what a great terrace restaurant area it could be!” 

“Very impressed! These will be a great asset to the city.” 

“Great idea .. now for a few more to pop up” 

“Great idea. I live abroad but every time I come home I see the city come on in leaps and 
bounds!” 

“This is fab. Maith sibh!” 

“Yay! Parklets making it to Dublin ;-)  Just like being in San Francisco :) ” 

“I've never heard of these before, but I'd have to say they look very cool!” 

“How lovely!” 

“So good! Goodbye car spaces, hello bum spaces. 

 “Brilliant. Long overdue.” 

“Few days ago I was wondering why the hell there are not benches in the city streets, thumbs up 
lads” 

“Just spotted this last night, great idea ” 

“ I would prefer it wasn't positioned on that street as it is already difficult to cycle down without 
new obstacles being put in the way.” 

“love this!! Great idea!” 

“Love the parklet idea on south william st.” 

“This is amazing!! South William street needs to be pedestrianised” 

“Yay south William st should be pedestrianized anyway” 

“This is brilliant!” 

“That's great !” 

“it's a good idea, are you gonna put up more?” 

“This is great. One less car space = seating for 10 in the sun. More of this please DCC” 

“Brilliant concept!” 

“It's super, a cool place to sit and chat, eat your sandwich (albeit on a sunny day!). Are more 
planned?” 

“To whom it may concern, that is by far the nicest ''parking'' place in town. More of that sort of 
thing please.” 

“This is an amazing idea, please build more! :D “ 

“Love the new seating on Sth William St. More of this please!”  

 “I really like the #streetparkletbeta idea. Im sitting here right now having my coffee watching 
the world go by. It makes our city seem like a much more friendly place.” 

“Good work....we need more of this type of thing around the city.....it's a wonderful magical City 
and sometimes we need to sit back and appreciate it.” 

“love it, let me know if I can help!” 

“Great idea folks! As Ireland becomes more avid coffee drinkers, we'll need more of these people 
watching spots going forward” 



#StreetparkletBeta Report Card 2.1  (Iteration.ReportCardVersion)                      Page 16 of 19  
 

“love the new seating on south williams st. love love LOVE it <3 keep it up :D “ 

“I just wanted to voice my approval of the newly installed seating area on South William St. 
Dublin is a gorgeous city and its hard to fully appreciate it while you're walking through town, 
spaces like this are great to relax and enjoy our city! Great work!” 

“Love the new seating area on South William Street - looking forward to seeing more around the 
city.” 

“This is a fabulous idea. It looks very contemporary. We definitely need more seating to allow 
people to relax and just enjoy the City. Well done!” 

“Clever. Really clever. Dublin #streetparkletbeta reclaims on street Car spaces for cafe seating / 
tables.” 

“Great idea especially on streets like Sth William Street, where there are coffee shops and bars.A 
lot of parking around2.” 

“Nice sitting area in South William Street!” 

“Great #streetparkletbeta project on South William Street. Car space reclaimed for seating area. 
Fair play DCCBeta” 

“love this project “ 

“Love the parklet idea on south william st.” 

“I really like the #streetparkletbeta idea. Im sitting here right now having my coffee watching the 
world go by. It makes our city seem like a much more friendly place.” 

“Keep up those great ideas / projects and hope they become more permanent / fluid around our 
amazing City” 

“This is a brilliant project, keep them coming!!” 

“Saw this yesterday, excellent job” 

“Love this street parklet on South William Street outside ClementandPekoe” 

 “Really like #StreetParkletBeta. More, please!” 
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Photos – Appendix 2 

  
Dublin City Council staff installing the parklet base. Dublin City Council staff installing the parklet base. 
  

  
The parklet itself was fabricated off-site (in Dublin City 
Council’s Joinery Workshop) in 6 parts. 

Paul, Darren and Donal – the Dublin City Council staff 
who designed and erected the parklet. 

  

  
The completed parklet. (4 seat sections and 2 corner 
plant sections to allow reuse at multiple locations.) 

The road-facing side of the parklet, complete with 
reflective corners. 
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The parklet was often used by groups…  
  

  
…and by individuals…   
  

  
…for lunches… …and by businesses. 
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It was often used as a ‘refuge’ for making phone calls…  
  

  
…and by families…  
  

 

 

Video by Dublin Town at 
https://youtu.be/LEGrANGs4Dw?t=1m11s  

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/LEGrANGs4Dw?t=1m11s
https://youtu.be/LEGrANGs4Dw?t=1m11s

